
Background  

c-Kit is a cell surface receptor tyrosine kinase activated 
by the stem cell factor protein. Activating mutations in 
the c-Kit gene occur in 80% of gastrointestinal stromal 
tumours and these disconnect the receptor from the 
control of its endogenous ligand promoting oncogenic cell 
signalling. 

Tyrosine kinase inhibitors are used to treat GIST, but 
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